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Dear Most Valuable Kids NYC, 

Thank you so much for the outstanding reward for our top summer school performers yesterday. Our 
students had a wonderful experience. Thanks to the benefit of a rain delay, the students were able to learn 
about careers in the sports world outside of being an athlete. 

As you know, we have a tradition of bringing students to the Jackie Robinson Rotunda to teach them about 
all of the amazing qualities for which he stood as a ballplayer and as a person. That tradition, which we 
started in 2013, continued yesterday. As Abraham (on the left in the picture) looked around the rotunda and 
read about Jackie Robinson, he remarked "these are a lot of qualities I can work on in my own life, even if I 
am not a ballplayer." As we have done before, we celebrated by taking a picture with our students in front 
of the picture of Jackie Robinson receiving his college degree, something these two students will be doing in 
five years! 

We look forward to rewarding more of our students for their outstanding participation in our programs! 

Best, 

Andrew- Project Rousseau  
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A Case Study in Incentivizing Student Performance 
Project Rousseau, 2013-2015 
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Dear Rae Anne,  
On behalf of all the young men in the attached photo, thank you for 
providing access to a Yankee Stadium Suite.   
 

Most Valuable Kids continues to be a great tool in our ability to reward our 
students for hard work and excellent academic success.  
 

Best Regards, 
S. Michel, CHHS  
 
 
 
 
 

  

This child was having trouble getting along with 
his peers.  He would often initiate fights with 
others as a way of expressing himself.   
 

His Big Brother helped him with verbalizing his 
feelings rather than physically expressing 
himself.  As a reward for his decreased 
aggression and impulsivity, he was given tickets 
to the Barclay Center where he saw his favorite 
NBA team play the Nets.  
 

— Kyriaki Georgiadis 

     Big Brothers Big Sisters NYC 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

June 6 

 

Good morning Rae Anne -  

I want to first start by saying that our partnership with Most Valuable Kids has truly been a life 

saver.  And that's no exaggeration.   

As a small grassroots organization with very limited funds, it has always been a struggle, and a 

disappointment, to not have the ability to offer our youth opportunities to enjoy and be exposed to a 

variety of recreational and cultural events.  Not only do we at STRONG believe that it's every child's 

right to have chances to participate in these types of events but it's essential.  It is through trips such as 

those made possible by MVK that youth get a taste for how big the world really is and that it's there for 

their taking.  Whenever we take students on trips made possible by the tickets from MVK, we are sure 

to include conversation with them that points out to them the benefits of the experience (aside from 

the obvious entertainment factor).  We'll talk to them about careers, about good things come to people 

that do good and work hard and how lucky they are because, unfortunately, not everyone will get a 

chance to know these feelings.   

STRONG has used the availability of these tickets as both a teaching tool and a rewarding tool.  We 

usually hold some sort of contest where students must do something (usually in line with our 

organizational mission) to make them eligible for the trip.  For example, for one of the trips youth had 

to memorize the organizations mission statement and recite in front of their peers (it's long and no easy 

task!!).  STRONG is also a part of another collaborative project in Hempstead where we offer non-

mandated bi-weekly educational sessions to Hempstead students. The WRAP team decided to reward 

the students that had attended the most meetings by taking them to the Mets-Yankees game.  The best 

part is that the news about this awesome trip spreads like fire and now the kids know that we are a 

great group to invest their time in because we can deliver on great experiences.  We are sure this one 

experience will help impact even more lives because it offers us leverage to get increased attendance.   

We cannot express enough how happy and blessed we feel that we came across this wonderful 

organization.  Out partnership with MVK has complimented our programming and was the missing link 

we needed for years.  I am very much looking forward to having MVK around for many, many years!!! 

  

Thanks Rae Anne! 

 
Rahsmia Zatar, LMSW, MA 
Executive Director 
S.T.R.O.N.G. Youth, Inc. 
www.strongyouth.com 

 

 

 

http://www.strongyouth.com/
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As a school, we are dedicated to providing our 
teachers with ways of positively encouraging 
our students to do the right thing.   
 

It’s an amazing gift that Most Valuable Kids 
provides to us, free and frequently rapid-
turnaround incentives that allow students to 
reflect on their great behavior and outstanding 
work habits.  It allows us to utilize our limited 
funds on other important academic priorities.  
 

We greatly appreciate the generosity of the 
strangers that fuel this incredible engine. 
 

— Dave Weinreb 

     The Equity School 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Rae Anne, 
 

Thank you for the unforgettable day MVK 
provided for 4 children from the LCofR Youth 
Group.   
 
These children were chosen because of their 
90% or better attendance during the school 
year.   
 
MVK’s continued support and offering of these 
types of experiences are a proven motivators 
for our group members positive behavior, 
school attendance and improved behavior.   
 

Sincerely, 
S. Vaccaro   
Youth Coordinator  
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May 9, 2014 

Dear Rae Anne, 

I wanted to take the time to thank you for providing us with tickets to a recent Mets game held at Citi Field on 

April 23, 2015.  This turned into an event that created a “buzz” amongst the student body in the Central Islip High 

School.  We are a district that struggles on the socio-economic scale, so many of our students would never have 

had the opportunity to see Citi Field, let alone take in a baseball game.  Once a student was approved for the trip 

(we took students from the honor roll list from grades 9-12), you could not expunge the smile from his/her face, 

and they quickly became the envy of all of their friends. 
 

Once the buzz caught on, I had students from every nook and cranny, ones I have never met before, imploring me 

that I let them on the trip.  Many promised that they would improve their grades if I allow them to go with us.  

Overall, I noticed a change for the better in the behavior of many of our students due to the creation of a B-list.  

The B-list was created as a waiting list, in the case that a chosen student backed out or changed their mind about 

attending.  Needless to say, everyone who was chosen attended the field trip.  However, I loved how this 

opportunity rewarded and encouraged exceptional behavior within the student body as a whole. 
 

The field trip was two-fold.  It allowed me as an educator to expose our underprivileged children of Central Islip 

to the wonder of Major League Baseball, but more importantly, Most Valuable Kids provided us with the 

opportunity to get young students, primarily underclassmen, to see and experience the endeavors of getting 

started with the rigor of the college process.  They were given very valuable information on how to get the ball 

rolling on their future.  After the well-organized presentation given by the colleges of New York City, many of our 

students took their seats and discussed their college dreams with their friends with much excitement.  To top 

things off, they watched their beloved Mets beat the Atlanta Braves by the score of 6 – 3.  None of the kids left 

their seat until the last pitch was thrown as they wanted to take in every sight and sound that MLB had to offer.  

In addition, they braved cold temperatures and relentless winds throughout the day, but still desired to stay until 

the end of the game, savoring the experience. 
 

None of this would have been possible without the diligence and hard-work and generosity of MVK and Ms. Rae 

Anne McLaughlin.  I cannot thank you enough for providing us with such a grand opportunity.  I hope to make this 

an annual event in my district and get the buzz going in September.  If students are aware that their good 

behavior and hard work will reward them in this fashion, maybe they will take their studies more seriously from 

the outset of the school year.  Without your efforts, none of this would have been possible.  On behalf of the 

entire Central Islip High School staff and student body, I want to thank you wholeheartedly for giving our students 

the opportunity of taking in a Mets game and exposing them to the benefits of a college education.  I truly look 

forward to continuing our relationship as it has helped many of our students in ways you’ll never know.  Thank 

you MVK!!!  

  

Regards, 

Jason Pastore 

English Teacher 

Central Islip High School 
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June 6 
Good Morning Rae Ann, 
 

How schools use tickets from MVK as incentives and as rewards: 

1) A high school in northern Bronx, New Explorations HS, recently won the small high schools soccer 

championship.  They were rewarded with tickets to the Israel-Honduras soccer match at Citifield.  But 

being a member of the team was not enough...in order to attend each student had to have at least an 

85% attendance rate, passed all of their classes from the last semester and have no suspensions on 

record.  The principal and the coach want to be sure that "student athletes" are truly students first and 

that they do not have a sense of entitlement based on being on a team. 

 

2) A high school in Far Rockaway, Channel View School for Research, took 16 tenth, eleventh and twelfth 

graders to see the Mets play the Braves at Citifield.  The students were selected from a group of 

upperclassmen who served as mentors to the freshmen cohort.  When the principal heard about the 

tickets, she decided that it would make sense to reward some of them, especially the 11th graders, 

knowing that they will be the seniors and leaders next year.  The game at Citifield in a suite was all the 

young men were talking about when they returned to school after the weekend. 

 

3) While most schools look for the top students who have perfect attendance and never get into trouble, 

some schools have used the tickets as a "short term reward".  Some students have to work harder to 

"stay out of trouble" so some guidance counselors and teachers give out rewards and incentives based 

on "small successes".  So if a student has perfect attendance for 2 weeks, he might be rewarded with a 

ticket to a game.  If she turns in her homework every day for a week, she might be rewarded with a 

ticket. If he doesn't get a detention or suspension in a month, he might win a ticket.  This helps to 

incentivize good behavior.  The ultimate goal is for students to do the right thing simply because it's the 

right thing to do but the research is clear that youngsters develop at different rates and some will need 

extrinsic rewards before it become intrinsic behavior.  These tickets help that process along. 

 
 
Paul Forbes 
Expanded Success Initiative, Director 
NYC Schools – Office of Postsecondary Readiness  
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Thank you MVK for this once in a lifetime 
opportunity for our Club House member.  
 

Having the ability to reward children making 
positive decisions in less than desirable 
situations is the link to keep them connected 
to the programs that serve them.  
 

— Boys and Girls Club of Glen Cove 
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Dear MVK, I lined up some of the students after the game for a picture in front of a 
picture of Jackie Robinson receiving his diploma in the Jackie Robinson Rotunda.   

Jackie Robinson embodied all of the values I want to instill in my students, so I 
thought he was a perfect backdrop for the picture.  

—  Andrew H.  
 
 
 
 

“Thank you so much for enabling our children from the South Bronx the opportunity to 
experience a performance of the New York Philharmonic at Lincoln Center… None had ever 
had the opportunity to experience the magic of Lincoln Center and actually a few had never 
been to Manhattan at all.   
 

Without the generosity of MVK our children would never receive the opportunities your 
organization offers them.  It opens whole new worlds and experiences for our population.” 
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The ticket incentives have been AMAZING!  At the beginning of the period, we 
announce that we have a special incentive—either Yankees tickets or Mets tickets—
and automatically the energy in the room changes.   There is more focus, more 
engagement, more hands raised in the air, more students chomping at the bit to 
earn those tickets.  We see an increase in work production and an increase in exit 
ticket scores.  It’s fantastic. 
 

— Dan Vazquez, 7th grade Special Ed -The Equity School 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks for everything, we are grateful from the bottom of our hearts.  My 
children were very happy and we would have never expected to be at the new 
Yankee Stadium, let alone to have been given such an amazing treatment by 
everyone at the stadium.  Again, thank you so much.   
 

— Little Sisters of the Assumption Family Support Services 
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This group of Fiver kids were rewarded for 
academic success in their summer school 
programs.  
 

The ability to offer unique and quality 
incentives has proven to be a strong 
motivator with our young people who 
struggle to find internal motivators.  
 

— Chris Chavez, Fiver  
 
 
 



21 

Dear MVK,  
 

Mom and daughter attended their very first 
Yankees game with MVK tickets. They had 
great seats and some fans bought them 
popcorn when they heard she didn't have 
any money.  
 

They were both very grateful. 
  

— Bruce Campbell LCSW  

     Social Worker  

     Morris Heights Health Center  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One year ago today, Rehanuma started her 
first day of school in America. One year 
later, she is college bound!  
 

This evening, Rehanuma and her friends 
took in the New York Philharmonic at 
Lincoln Center. 
 

— Project Rousseau 
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So here is the story… 

Kevin has been coming to our clinic since he was 6 y/o (he is now 13).  He comes from a very 

POOR family (he didn’t get anything for Christmas). His mother has her own mental health 

issues, but he has an older brother (who is now 20) who has become a ‘father figure’ to Kevin.  

He has learned, over the years, to advocate for himself (if a therapist wasn’t working out for 

him, he followed the process to change them) and to learn how to eat healthier (he gained 60 

lbs on his medications, but has been able to maintain his weight and begin to lose some of 

that excess weight).  He has begun bringing himself to therapy b/c mom is very forgetful and 

he finds the value in therapy. 

So, we invited his mother, brother and him to our offices on Wednesday night and presented 

him with the tickets and explained why we chose him.  We presented it as a ‘brother’s night’ 

so that both the boys could go to the game; Mom cried, and the older brother said “see 

Kevin, hard work pays off” and “you earned this and I get to come with you”.  It was a very 

proud moment for the family.  Here is a picture of them ‘getting the tickets’.  I can’t wait to 

hear all about their adventure.  Thank you again for thinking of us!! Our kids would NEVER be 

able to have this experience without you and MVK. 

 

 

 

I received a phone call today from Kevin’s mother stating her son had the greatest time.  She 

stated her son stated he felt like they were “rich.”  Both sons had a great bonding experience 

and were excited when they arrived home.  She also stated her son also met Spike Lee and 

said it would be a day he would never forget. 

She also expressed her gratitude for choosing her son. 

I also express my gratitude for choosing Kevin as it was well deserved. 

Thank You 

An April 26, 2013 ‘Thank You’ letter to MVK: 

PART 1: 

PART 2: 

Note: To protect confidentiality, the organization name was 
redacted and the recipient’s name was changed. 
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Dear MVK, Thank you for the VIP access to see Selena Gomez in 
Central Park.  These Friday morning concerts are a great way to 
reward our summer school students for attendance and participation. 
We appreciate all you do to help us help them. 
 

— M. Mendoza, Bushwick Impact 

 

 

 

 

June 6 
Dear Rae Anne,  

Regina Residence would like to THANK YOU and Most Valuable Kids (MVK) for always thinking of us 

and providing our residents with fun activities to do.  Regina Residence includes several aspects into 

our program to encourage the residents to have positive attitudes towards themselves, staff, and 

other residents.  

The Behavior Bowl is a system we incorporate in which the residents are given tickets whenever they 

are seen doing a selfless act for staff or another resident in the house.  At the end of each month the 

tickets are counted and the residents with the majority are rewarded with a special outing.  Similarly, 

we have a Parenting Points System where the residents are encouraged to have positive interactions 

with their children in the form of outside play, mommy & me time, music play, or tummy time.  Our 

Book Club is another tool to encourage residents to read, improve their language and grammar, and 

develop their love for literature.  

For those of you involved with MVK and not familiar with the program, Regina Residence houses 

parenting pre-teens & teens ages 11-17.  

Having these types of incentives can be extremely motivating and we appreciate being able to provide 

our residents with fun activities such as going to Mets/Yankee games,  attending Good Morning 

America Concert Series, Disney on Ice at the Barclay Center and Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Circus.  
 

Sincerely, 
Linda Jones 
Program Supervisor, Catholic Charities Regina Residence   
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Most Valuable Kids of Greater New York, Inc. 

1440 Broadway, 23rd Floor • New York, NY 10018 
Tel. (347) 514-2195  

www.mostvaluablekids.org   
 

                     Most Valuable Kids NYC 

• Rae Anne McLaughlin 
 Executive Director – MVKNY 
 Tel. (347) 514-2195    
 raeanne@mostvaluablekids.org 

 
• Gary Freilich  
 Board President 
 Tel. (917) 952-2071 
 gary@mostvaluablekids.org 

 
• Vasilios Karabatsos  
 Board Treasurer 
 Tel. (617) 872-2113 
 vasilios@mostvaluablekids.org 
 

Contact Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


